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(Unintel ligible)
Al finished?

Yes air. Al finished. He is an innocent
man in his heart, and in his mnd, and he
does not intend to nove off that position.
he appreciated the nessage of, that, uh,
good feeling between you and him

He got it, that, huh?
And he appreciated ny

Wy don't you give ne your, uh-- How did
you, uh, get this little chapter and verse

Well, | started out by saying that this was
a subject that was so difficult for you to
talk to him personally about, that, you had
asked ne to do this.

And that you had nade a study
.that you had had ne doing this. That | had

presented you with a set of conclusions that
were admttedly hearsay, but that pointed in
the direction of, uh, the, uh, of his
exposure, and Jeb's, and ot her people, and
that you were having ne systematically talk
to these people because, in the course of
this investigation, we had di scovered a
frame of mnd on the part of some people
that they should stand nute in order to help
the President, and that your sense was that
t he Presidency was not hel ped by that, and
that it was not my purpose to tell anybody
what he should do, but only to tell himthat
as far as your view of the interests of the
Presi dency were concerned, that they were
not served by a person standing nute, for
that only, for that reason al one. Now, there
m ght be plenty of reasons why a person
woul d want to stand nute and put the
government on its proof.
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And that wasn't the question. And obviously
be, And then be said, "Well, what you're
saying to ne is that the President is
reserving to me all ny options,"” and | said,
"Of course he is, John. The only thing that
he doesn't want you to feel is that you
don't have the option of going in and
talking, if you want to do so. That you
have conpletely every option to go in or not
togo in.” And he said, well he appreciated
that, but he had not been taking the
position he had for the reason that he

t hought he was necessarily hel ping or
hurting the Presidency, but he said, "You
know, these, these characters pulled this
thing off without ny know edge.” He said,
"I never saw Liddy for nonths at a tine.”
And he said, "I didn't know what they were
up to.” And he said, "Nobody was nore
surprised than | was. W had this neeting,
and, and," uh, he, he |obbed, uh, nud balls
at the Wiite House at every opportunity -it
was very interesting how he dragged it in,
uh, yeah. ..

...one after the other. But for instance,
he said, uh, "There were these neetings,
uh, uh, these characters cane over to ny
of fice and, uh, Liddy put on this mllion
dol | ar presentation which was perfectly
ridiculous. Says it conmes the origin of
that, of course, was in the Wite House
where Bob Hal deman and | tal ked about
sonet hing call ed the Operation Sandwedge.
That was really the grandfather of this
whol e thing. And, of course, that was never
put together because we couldn't get the
right people to do it, and -They were

tal ki ng about Joe Wods and peopl e of that
kind," and so he said "It never happened.”

What is Operation Sandwedge?
It's, it was sonething that Jack Caulfield
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(Unintelligible) On yes.

...came up with back in 171, and we-needed
sonme intelligence and ought to set up our
own Intertel.

So then he went on to say that, uh,, uh, uh
there were only those neetings he's stil
hung up on the only three, uh, only three
nmeetings thing. He nade it very clear to ne
that he didn't ever believe there was a
fourth nmeeting. He said that, of course

He wasn't in the fourth neeting, John.
There were only three neetings as far as
he' s concer ned.

No, no, but he didn't refer to three or
four, he referred to the, the neetings

t hensel ves. He, he argues that there was no
neeting after the mllion dollar neeting,
et me put it that way.

Oh, really.

Right. That's the sense of what he was
saying. | didn't press himon it and | tried
to play himwth kid gloves. |In fact, |

never asked himto tell nme anything.
Yeah.

He just came forward with all this stuff.
Ri ght .

Uh, he says that, uh, uh, actually, uh,
Magruder is going to have a problemw th al
this because Dean tal ked Magruder into
saying the wong thing to the Gand Jury,
and, uh, uh, so Magruder's got a problem

My God, Mtchell was there
Yep.
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Isn’t that the neeting they're referring to?
Yes, sir.
Sure.

Mtchell was there when Dean talked himinto
sayi ng the wong things?

That's what he says. That's what the,
that's what Mtchell says.

What does Dean say about it?

Dean, uh Dean says it was Mtchell and
Magr uder who agr eed.

vell, uh, -

It nmust have been the quietest neeting in
hi story because everybody's version is that
the other two guys tal ked.

Go ahead. Let's hear the rest of 1t.

Well, it goes on like that. Uh, his, his
characterization of all this is that he was
a very busy man, that he wasn't keeping
track of what was going on at the Commttee,
that this was engendered as a result of Hunt
and Liddy comng to Colson's office and
getting Col son to nake a phone call to, uh
Magruder and that, uh, he, Mtchell, was
just not aware that all that happened until,
uh, Van Shunway brought Liddy into
Mtchell's office sonetine in June, and
that's the first he had know edge of it.
Mich later in the conversation

Bef ore the di scovery?
Uh, well, I don't know.
(Unintel ligible)
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| don't know. He didn't, he didn't
(Unintel ligible)
You can listen to it.
(Unintel ligible)

But in any event, nuch later, uh, | said
that the Gand Jury felt, or the U S.
Attorney felt, that they had John, uh,
wired. And he said, “Wll, what possible
evi dence could they have to, uh, feel that
way?" And |

John Dean or John Mtchell?

John Mtchell. And | said, "Well, I
understand that one version of the facts-is
t hat Magruder brought you a neno with a
nunber of targets on it, and that you
checked off the targets that you wanted."

And he said, Wy, that, nothing could be
further from truth than that.

That was John Dean's version?
That's right.
That's what he said he said to Mtchell ?

|"ve got it taped.

Right. Then'--
VWhat Mtchell said to ne was that he did not
he said, "I checked, | signed off onit."

Yeah. Go ahead.

| said, "You nean you initialed it," and he
said, "No.”

Then, uh, | said, uh, they had res jestae by
Hunt and Li ddy having a conversation, and

Li ddy saying to Hunt, "Yes, | know how you
don't like this stuff. W have to do it
because M. Mtchell insists onit.” He
said, "I never saw Liddy for five nonths.
From February to
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June, | never laid eyes on him"' He said, "I
think Liddy is the source of a lot of ny
probl em here, he's using ny name, and so

forth.” Uh, soit's very much of a hard |ine
thing. He said, uh, uh, "If I"'mlIndicted, it
is gonna be very hard, but," lie said (Cears
Throat) "I have to think of ny reputation.”
Uh, he said, "I can't let people get away with
this kind of thing," and he said, "I amjust
going to have to defend nyself every way |
can.” "Because," he said, "Cobviously | can't
get a, | can't get a fair trial in the city of
Washi ngton by any stretch of the inagination.
We'l|l just have to see how that all cones
out.” Unh, he said, "I an sorry to hear that

so much of this is going to come to the Wite
House.” Uh he said, uh, "Certainly it's not
in the President's interest to have all this
kind of thing come out.” He nade a great
poi nt of the $350,000. He says that his
recoll ection -and he said, "You want to check

this because,” He said, "I"'mnot, |I'mvery
vague on the facts of this.” But he said, I
uh, uh, 1, | told himabout Strachan, because

Strachan used to work for him And | told him
that Strachan had been, and has to go back and
correct from350 to 328. Wll, he said, "That
wasn't the only invasion of that noney.” And
| said, "Ch?” And he said, "No, you would
have to check with John Dean on this but,"” he
said, "it's ny recollection that Dean had
Strachan draw ot her noney out of that fund for
paynent to these defendants.” And | said,
"Well, that's the first | heard of that. |
understood that Strachan had gone to Bob and
said what about this fund, and Bob said send
it back to the Commttee and, uh, that
Strachan had taken it to LaRue as a
representative of the Commttee.” He said,
"Yes, | think that's the way it all went, but
not until sone of it had been tapped for the
defendants.” And | said, uh, uh,...

(Coughing) | think your defense is, it was not
known to anybody over here who was gonna,
whoever received it.
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No. | said (tapping) "Was that before the
noney got to LaRue?” And he said, "Yes,
amsure it was.” And | said, “Well, who
woul d know about that cause |'ve never heard

that before?” And he said, "Well. | think
Dean.” So --

The $328,000 is wong, too, thenf
Vwell, if Mtchell is to be believed, that's

right, uh, that’s the inference. But, uh
you don't know of any-other w thdrawal do
you, Bob?

Vell, | told you

Yep.

..:the $328, 000 was not returned in one
trinp.

But it all went to LaRue?

That's what |'mtold.

...lnone trip? | nmean he did it tw ce?
Yep.

Here, here's the sequence on that. W
wanted to get the noney back to the
Commttee. The Commttee wouldn't take it.
Mtchell wouldn't let LaRue take it. | said
give it all back. LaRue, Mtchell said no.
Then they got desperate for noney, and being

desperate for noney took back -1 think it
was $40,000. And that's all they would
take. | still said, "Take it all back, not

just, not just, not just a segnent of it”,
and made, uh, the point that | didn't see
what the problemwas. |f they needed noney
and we wanted to get rid of noney, it seened
tome it was of mutual interest in working
it out. And that, then, was what happened.
The bal ance -1f, if $40,000-were taken in
one trip then whatever -(unintelligible)

Tell Strachan in his testinony on Monday
that he better be, he better be clear that
he didn't give it all in one bunch.
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Ri ght .

Ri ght, 'cause Strachan has testified
apparently that he gave the whol e bundl e at
once.

No, sir, he has not.

No, he wasn't asked that.

He wasn't asked?

H's testinony in that area is not wong.
Good.

Now, John kept referring to, kept using a
phrase, protecting the rights of people.”
One of the ways that he used that phrase was
in response to nmy question-about what he

t hought | oughta do with the information
that | had collected in the | ast several
weeks.

(Unintel ligible)

And he said, uh, “Well, you have to first of
all consider the rights of the individual."

| said, "Yes. At the sane tinme, here is the
President sitting here now with a body of
hearsay and not absol ute know edge. Unh, ny
inclination is to give it to Kleindienst."
And, uh, he thought about that awhile and he
said, "Yes, | guess that's, that's the best
thing he could do." | said) "Now you should
know t hat Kl ei ndienst just said that if you,
in any way, get the crack in this case, that
he is going to step aside, regardl ess of
this whole case.” And | said, "I understand
Henry Pre, Petersen also will."

Real | y?
And, yeabh,
| think you' ve got to be kidding.
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...and, uh, | said "That the thing

Kl ei ndi enst is pushing for is a special
prosecutor.” John said, "That would be a
grave m st ake because it would be subversive
to the orderly process of justice if
everytime you have an inportant case you
strive to put together an ad hoc process."”

Wel |, how ridicul ous-the present
prosecutor's going |like hell anyway.

Uh, so, uh, | said, uh, "At |east, he
t hought he should step aside.” He got a
very wy smle on his face, and he said,

"Well it’s great to have friends isn't it?”
He says, "Especially the way that we stuck
by thent -- neaning the ITT business, |
assune.

Because of Kl ei ndi enst.

Uh, so, uh, that was a, that was an
interesting little aside. He said, "I Wuld
be very grateful if you would all kind of
keep nme posted. ™’

Real | y?

And | said, "Fine.” He knew that we were
talking to Chappie Rose. Uh, | told himno
deci si on had been made about a Speci al
Counsel, but that we were inclined not to
appoi nt a Special Prosecutor; that you

were. ..

He doesn't m nd a Special Counsel?

And, he thinks it's a good idea to have a
Speci al Counsel. He suggested that nmaybe

t he Speci al Counsel should be the one to go
talk to Kleindienst, rather than, uh,
sonebody fromthe White House staff. And,
uh, uh, so that, that was his only reaction
tothat. Unh, | told himagain that |

t hought he ought to be represented, and that
Paul O Brien was now a target of this G and
Jury and that | thought he really had to

t hi nk about getting
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representation. He said he had given it a
| ot of thought, but that be, uh, didn't
think that he would want to nake a change
yet. He thought he would wait and see how
O Brien got along. Un...

VWhi ch confirnse he considers OBrien to be
his attorney?

Ri ght .
That's interesting.

Uh, (tapping), he asked ne how he was
involved, in, in, what | had heard about the
prosecutor's view of Mtchell's invol venent
in the obstruction of justice suit. | said
that f really had not been able to find
anybody who was an efficient actor, who
really went to a defendant and said, "Don't
talk,” or so and so. And he said, "Wll, |

| really wonder if you ever will, other than
their | awers, because, uh, ny inpression of
this is that they were the ones who were
worried about their fees and who were really
comng to us rather than for any of us going
to themto bring about a change in
testinmony. Matter of fact," he said,

(Unintelligible) ...all along

"the thing that, uh, that we were talking to
Dean about,"” he said, "I wasn't really

worried about what they testified to. 1 was
worried about what they'd say to the press.”

Exactly when Hunt made the chall enge.
Yep.

That, sonehow, Dean doesn't see that, that
way.

Well, we've got to talk to him sone nore
Uh, he, uh, he, Mtchell, did not nention
Martha at all, or and | didn't raise it.

That was just not even in the conversation.
(Coughi ng) Yeah.
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Uh, Ch, | told himthat, uh, the only way
that | knew that he was nentioned, insofar
as the afternmath was concerned, was that
fromtinme to time he would send Dean over
sayi ng, "Hey, we need noney for this," and
he said, uh, “Wwo told you that?"

John Dean.

And | said, "John that's, that's. that's
common know edge. And, uh, Dean, anong
others has told ne that.” Uh, | said, “Dean
has not been subpoenaed. He has not
testified and, as a matter of fact, the way
they are proceeding down there, it |ooks
like they are losing interest in him™

(Unintel ligible)

I, in a sense, well said this to John
because | wanted himto be inpressed with
the fact that, uh, uh, we were not jobbing
hi m

Oh, | get it, the point. Yeah. Yeah.

W were -Dean (unintelligible). That's it.

Does he know t hat Magruder's going to
conf ess?

| said that in-the course of calling to
invite people to cone talk with nme today,
and | indicated that there were nore than
two, that the person who called was told
t hat Dean intended to, uh --

Magr uder .

Pardon ne, er,er, Mgruder intended to nake
a clean breast of it and that, that was
first party information and very reliable,
and that that would tend to begin to unravel
this thing fromthe center -in both
directions. And he agreed with that. Now
he said, which version is it that Magruder
is going to testify to? Is it the one that
he gave Bob and ne in Bob's office, or is it
sonme ot her version?"
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That's not true.
| said

What was the version he gave Bob? Was it
anot her version?

Well, he let ne tell you what Mtchell said.
It was anot her gigging of the Wite House.
Uh, he said, uh, uh, "You know, uh, in Bob's
of fice, Magruder said that Hal deman had
cooked this whole thing up over here in the
Wi te House and, uh

Had he said that?

Vell, | mean, that's, you know, the sort of
Al right.

And that, uh, uh and that sort of

Now wait a m nut e. Your conversation with
Mtchell is the one where, uh

|"ve got the notes somewhere.

...where Mtchell (unintelligible) is one
here Mtchell falls down on
(unintelligible). Very good. It's good you
have it too, but, uh

Mtchell's theory

Wait a mnute, whatever his theory is, |et
me say a footnote

Yeah.

..one, one footnote is, uh, that, uh, his,
uh, throwing it off on the Wite House isn't
going to help himone dam bit.

Uh, uh, unless he can, unless he can peddle
the theory that Col son and others were
effectively running the Commttee through
Magruder and freezing himout of the

oper ati on,
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Hum

which, is kind of the story |ine he was
gi ving ne.

Did he include ne in the others?
Yep.

That | was freezing himout of the
oper ati on?

That you, in other words, he didn't say this
baldly or flatly, but you accumul ated a
whol e, uh, a whole bunch of things, and it's
Col son, Dean and Bob

(Unintel ligible)

...working with Magruder, and uh, that that
was sort of the way the |ine up went.

The fault is the, Wiite House's rather than
hi s.

He's got an inpossible problemw th that.
well, 1..
The poor guy is putting

It's bad if he gets up there and says that,
It's a hell of a problem for us. HALDEVAN
It's a Problemfor us. No question. But
there's no way he can prove it

He has a very, very bad trenor.
He's al ways had that.

Well, 1've never noticed
Shakes.

it as bad as this.
Yeah. Yeah.
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It's al ways been bad.

You' ve done your, uh, done your duty today.
(Unintelligible).

The next question is,
(Unintel ligible)

...the next question is whether you see
Magruder or not and you're now set to see
himat 4 o' clock, and if we're going to
cancel him we should do it right now

see no purpose in seeing him

Why, because Magruder's, uh, Magruder's
aware of the fact now that we -

Magruder's al ready going to do what John's
going to tell himto do, so

Yeah.
So far, we've got it all

Qur purpose of course, uh (unintelligible)
do it. Qur purpose, as | understood it -what
| nmean Bob, was to keep a record for the
(unintelligible).

Al right. For that purpose maybe | shoul d.
Now, maybe what | should do -

Let himtell you what be told nme, and then
you say, "Good.

Exactly.

l'"d like to get, I'd like to get what the
hell he's, uh, what he's going to say.

Al right. Al right.

| would particularly Iike to get what the
hell he's going to say about Strachan.
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Al right.

| nean, |'d say, apparently, uh, you could
say, "Look John, |ook Jeb, I have to conduct
this investigation on the Wite House.
(Unintelligible).” If he says Strachan
knew, say how do you know he knows?

Al right.

Do you think you should ask himthat or do
you not want to go digging. | that?

Wy not ?
Ckay. (Tappi ng)
Al right.

Yeah-Once he tell ne that be, that he
intends to go forward to tell the truth, he
has nothing to | ose by talking to ne.

Hell. Well, I know The point is that I
want it to seemyou want himto be, w thout
guiding himor leading him you can at |east
maybe get that out.

Ri ght .
Well, his lawer will be there.
Ri ght .

The other thing is what about the, what
about the, uh, of course, you realize that
if he says sonet hing about Strachan, then,

of course', that puts an obligation on us to
do sonet hing about Strachan doesn't it?

Well, at least to corroborate it or, or, uh,
investigate it, or, or go forward on it.

You could do it by questioning Strachan?
Anmong ot her things.
Here's where it ends up.
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EHRLI CHVAN: Vll, if it ends up that way, why then you
have a sort of a dog fight. Now, |et

PRESI DENT: Excuse nme go ahead, sorry

HAL DEMAN: | didn't Think, Jeb is, let nme put it, let
me say this, | don't think Jeb wants to hang
Strachan. | think Jeb is worried about the

fact that in going through this, he is going
to, to, he thinks, to a degree, inplicate
Strachan. Now, that's the sanme kind of

t hi nki ng as Strachan and Chapi n, who were
both very concerned about getting ne into
the Segretti thing. In other words, they

t hey see any invol venent, any nentioning of
the nane as being a problem

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMAN: | don't think Jeb sees it or understands the
guestion of whether he really got Strachan
in or not, and |I'mnot sure how far he
deci ded he intends to go with, with

St rachan.

EHRLI CHVAN: He didn't say, he didn't really make it
clear?

HAL DEMAN: No. He just said, unfortunately, this whole

thing is going to conme up and if it comes up
PRESI DENT: Bob

HAL DEMAN: ... but then, what's, what's the problem
with Gordon? And he said, "Well, | don't
know. That depends on what ot her people
say."

PRESI DENT: O her people, neaning like a secretary, you
mean, or sonebody who typed

HAL DEMAN: Coul d be.

PRESI DENT: ...typed a nmenorandum

HAL DEMAN: Coul d be.
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To a degree, | think | see in Strachan's
case the, well, the other possibility, of
course, would be, uh, may be they're very
likely, oh, I think it night be this Bob,
that, uh, they're gonna ask the question
Who told you to do this Jeb, M. WMagruder?”’
(Unintel ligible)

He's flatly denied that Strachan told himto
do it. Now, Larry did, Larry did, he
brought back that exact story that he, that
he --

Col son. \Wat about the Col son
(unintelligible).

Uh, he says that he's going, going to have
to hurt Mtchell.

He says, "The one I'mgoing to hurt is
Mtchell, and to sonme degree, John Dean and
maybe CGordon."

He's obviously talked this through. 1Isn't
it worthwhile for you to find out, uh,

| think we have to,

.1 think we owe it to ourselves to find
out about John Dean, for exanple, what he,
now under stand, that he thinks
(unintelligible) this is true
(unintelligible)...us.

Al right. | think that's right. This is
probably a gol den opportunity in a way.

Right. To find, well, let me put it this
way. W've got to find out what the hel
he's gonna say

Yeah.

...Sso that we'll know what to expect, you
see

Yeah.

...rather than have the God dammed thing go
on our heads.

Ri ght .
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PRESI DENT: The interesting thing is, uh, did, did, did
Bob tell you are you, uh, prepared to say
that he says that, uh, he, uh, Magruder,
said that they'll Indict himand not
Mtchell. That's a hard dam theory. Isn't
that what you told ne? Bob, didn't you tel
me that?

HAL DEMVAN: No. No. He said everybody, no, he said
"Everybody is going to fall an this.” He
wasn't nmeaning indictments. He was neani ng
gonna tal k.

PRESI DENT: Oh.

HAL DEMAN: Hi nsel f, LaRue and so on.

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMAN: He said everybody's, everybody’s going to

drop except John. And, he's gonna get out
of it. (Unintelligible)

EHRL| CHVAN: That's correct. That's correct.

HAL DEVAN: He didn't nmean that, that Mtchell wouldn't
be indicted. He neant that Mtchell,
Mtchell was the only one who was going to
continue to hardline, that everybody el se
had gi ven up. And that's why he's given up
H s point is, his keeping quiet now or |ying

NnoOw Serves Nno purpose cause all they're
gonna do is get himon a perjury count as
wel | as everything else. |If he can clean up

anything he can live with hinmself better.
He's faced the fact that he's had it.

(Pause)

PRESI DENT: Uh huh, so that nmeans LaRue and O Brien. |Is
that right?

HAL DEMAN Depends on how far they go.

EHRLI CHVAN: That's right.
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(Unintel ligible)
Jeb doesn't know anything nuch about that.

it's under cover. They'Il push himIl think
he can put up a pretty goad fight on the
t hing, don't you?

| woul d think so. |, | would be, uh --

Even if they indict him it's going to be a
dam hard, hard, intricate case to prove.
You've got to prove notive there, don't you
John?

Yes. Dean, (Cears Throat) Dean argues that
in a, in a conspiracy, uh, such as they're
trying to build, they may not have to prove
the sane kind of aninus as to sone of the
participants, but only that they were, that

they were init. Uh, I, | would have to
read the cases. | Just don't know what the
|l aw i s.

O course, you've got their, you ve got
their defendants the sane way, | guess, uh,

That's right.

.. | guess, uh, that key witness there is
Hunt .
Well, the defendants, and then it's, uh, the
defendant's | awyer, Bittman.

Hunt and Bittman. They're both, Hunt wll

testify tonorrow

My, ny guess is that a fellow like Bittman
has probably negotiated inmunity for
hi msel f, and has

Dean strongly feels they wouldn't give it to
hi m

Yeah, 1 know.

They will?
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WIIl not.

But that, uh, he's gonna, he's gonna tel
about a | ot of conversations he had with a
| ot of people.

Bittman is?

Yeah.
Do we know t hat ?
Well, | don't know that, but | know for

i nstance, that Bittman had a conversation
with Col son that was a Watergate

conversation. And, uh, uh, I know, | know
what Col son says about it -that he was
brilliant and adroit, avoided any

And he says Bittrman s recollection of it
woul d be exactly the salve as Colson's his
recol l ection of the of the specific
conversation but he says Bittman may draw
conclusions fromit.

This is the clenency conversation?
Yep.
(Pause)

And his conclusion would be that he felt the
President offered cl enency?

No. H's conclusion is that, that, he, he,

uh, Col son wi |l have Hunt out by

Chri stmas, because you know what Kkind,
what kind of pull | have here in the Wite
House. 1'Il be able to work it out. That's

what he would, would inply ~y saying --
VWhat, how does Col son handl e that?

He says he's got a tape or a wire, uh; uh, a
meno or sonet hi ng that says exactly what
he sai d.

It's just a nenb. He wote a, he wote a
menor andum of the conversation i mredi ately
after the conversation. Wich wll, that's
all it is, is his side of the story.
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You don't think this, this would lead to an
i ndi ctment of Col son do you?

(Sighs) I haven't any idea. Dean seens to

t hi nk everybody in the place is going to get
i ndi cted. (Laughs) No, this afternoon Wll,
I

They’'re all doing the sanme thing. What Dean
said is just |ooking at the worst possible
side of the coin that you could make a |i st
of everybody who In sonme way is technically
i ndictable in the cover-up operation. And
that list includes, in addition to Mtchell,
Hal deman, Ehrlichman, Col son, Dean,

Because they all discussed it?

Strachan, Kal nbach, Kal nbach's go-between.
Kal mhach's source, LaRue, Mardian, O Brien
Par ki nson,

Bi tt man

Bi ttman, Hunt, uh, and, and, you know, so,
and just to keep wandering through the

i npossi bl es, he said naybe the route for,
for everybody on that list to take a guilty
pl ea and, and get imedi ate, uh, uh, what do
you call it, pardon, or, uh

Cl enency.
cl emency
From the President.

Hmtm  That shows you-the sonmewhat incredible
way uncl ear-state (Laughs) of sonme of John
Dean's anal yti cal thinking.

No way.

It's a shanme. There could be clenency in
this case and at the proper tine, having
in-mnd the
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extraordi nary sentences of ' Magruder, and
so forth and so on, but you know dam
wel | ...

It's gotta be down the road

It's ridiculous. They all know that.
Col son knew that. | nmean when you talked to
Col son and he tal ked to ne.

The, uh, Magruder thing is 4 o' clock and
it's still on.

Yeah. | think | have to go confirmit
Al right.
Shoul d 17?

| think so. [It's an opportunity Now the
guestion is whether | ought to get a hold of
Kl ei ndienst for, say 5 o' clock and get this
thing all wapped up.

Have you determined it should be Kl eindienst
rather than Sil bert?

Yeah. Dean's right about that. |[|'msure.
| didn't know you'd tal ked to Dean.

Well, | did, | asked Dean's advice on this.
He said Silbert would ask you to wait a

m nute, he'd step out of the room he'd cone
back to get you and he'd wal k you right into
the Gand Jury.

Oh.

And, uh, he, he doesn't dare handle a
comuni cation |i ke that personally, fromthe
standpoint of the later criticism He says
the better route would be to go to

Kl ei ndi enst, who will probably step aside
and refer you to the Dean. The Dean, in
turn, would say to Henry Petersen, "They'd
done this little investigation over at the
Wi te House, they've collected a bunch of
hearsay, there doesn't seemto be much new,
but they've got it
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There for anybody who wants it.” Petersen,
-in-turn, would informSilbert, who woul d,

thank God, | got nore than | can handl e here
now, we'll wait and Interview that guy
later.”

The purpose in doing this is what? (Sighs)
The purpose of doing it is to

The White House conducted its investigation
and turned it over to the Grand Jury.

Turned it over to the, to the Justice
Depart nment .

Bef ore the indictnment?
Ri ght .
How nuch are you going to tell then?

I, I think 1'd let "emdrag it out of nme in
a way. | don't know, | just really haven't
t hought that part through.

Because they woul d say, "Wy did the Wite
House wait for the Justice Departnent to do
all this?"

"Did the White House know?” is probably the
way this would cone. Yes

Yes. And you'd say, yes, as a natter of
fact

We had, we had been at work on this for sone
time. The President, the President

...President ordered an i ndependent
i nvestigation.

...needed it known.

| had ordered an i ndependent investigation
at the time McCord had sonething to say.
Ri ght .

Al right.

23
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PRESI DENT: At that tinme, you conducted an
i nvestigation.
EHRLI CHVAN: And that a, at the tinme, I was ready to

report to you ny tentative concl usions, and
they were no nore than that, you felt that
they were sufficiently serious that, uh,

well that, you felt that one overriding
aspect of the report was that sone people
evidently were hangi ng back feeling that

t hey were sonehow doing the President a
favor. That the President had nme personally
transmt to themhis viewthat this ought to
be a conplete open thing; that may or may
not have played sone part in Jeb Magruder's
subsequent disclosures to the G and Jury.

In any event, uh, uh, rather than for us
sinply to hold the information that we did
have in the Wite House, we turned it over
to the Justice Departnent for whatever

di sposition they wanted to nmake of it.

(Pause)

PRESI DENT: If Mtchell is indicted here, you think he's
going to be convicted?

EHRI L1 CHVAN: Yeah, | think so. | can't guarantee it, but
| woul d be amazed once, once Magruder goes
in there.

PRESI DENT: But, that's only one man.

EHRLI CHVAN: Ah, that's plenty.

PRESI DENT: s 1t?

EHRLI CHVAN: Oh, yes sir, and uh, well

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) know crimnal |aw?

EHRLI CHVAN: Wth all the other stuff they've got, uh,

PRESI DENT: Al'l the other stuff they' ve got?

EHRLI CHVAN: ... they have a way of corroborating, uh --
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Al right. So let's go down the road.
Mtchell's indicted, when do you think this
is going to happen? Wth Magruder going in
today, it could cone sooner.

Coul d be. Could be, although Dean feels it
will not be before May 15th,, at the
earliest, and now wth the glut of people
coming In, it may be later than that, could
be toward the end of *-* #

Because they want to nake

They will want to do it all at once.
(Pause)

Yes, air?

"1l have consomme. Thank you.

| m ght have Dick and Joe cane over at 5
o' cl ock.

Yeah.
And tell them what we've done, tell them
that I will reduce the report (Cears

Throat) to, to typewiting, which it is not
now.

He coul d probably be over sooner if you
wanted. He's at his lawer's office.

Wiy don't we do it as soon as we can?
3:307

No sense sitting around here.

Make it 3:30.

Seens |ike we always have a drumon the | awn
when these things are going on. W had a
band out there when Hi ckel cane in.
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Oh, really? Unh, would you, uh, check Jeb and
see if they, why not have hlm cone aver and
see us here.

Yes air.
What is the situation then with Mtchell?
Undoubt edl y, he will change the venue

(unintelligible).

|f he could cone at 3:30, that woul d be
better here.

Well, 1'd think he'd have maybe a better
chance of getting it judged in a different
venue, uh (Noises in Background) concerning
the witnesses, than he would certainly here
i n Washi ngton who would feel the political
heat of letting the Senate go on. |, |
don't know how to calculate that. That's
uh, it's a good question. But, | nean,
you'd have to have it in a place like

M ssoul a, Mont ana.

This is a national story. EMAN
(Unintelligible) Gee, Pascagoul a,
M ssi ssi ppi, mght be better.

Yeah, that would be better. (Pause) M am
woul d be the place, best place for it.

Wth you here, you nmen and Dean, and w t hout
going as far as, uh, as we did a nonth ago,
and so forth and so on, he said they wll,
uh, probably indict a pretty big bag.

Ri ght .

s that right?

Coul d. Now he does not think he does, his
opinion is that they will not reach him
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Yeah.
He does not think he's a target and he
doesn't think he will be. He thinks he

m ght be, but he doesn't think he will and
if he's not, it doesn't go any ., that, that
means it isn't going any further than the
Wi t e House.

Well, I'"mnot so sure you can say, uh

That's right.
bi gger targets.

He said they may be after

Yeah. The nane, nanes are kind of pealing
of f, uh, uh

(Unintelligible) like Ehrlichman and
Hal deman?

.like yours truly.

Yep.

| don't, | think, | think
| don't

...he's trying to get attention with that,
John. |

He got it.
| don't think he believes it.
(Laughs)

| don't think though, | can't see that.

John Dean had said we all got to keep our

t hi nki ng perspective with John, Kl eindienst
a but tangential uh, anything, relationship
either of you had with the God damed t hi ng
is nothing conpared to Dean's because he sat
in on the God damm neeti ngs.

That's right.
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He did participate directly in the thing.
Oh I'mcertain, there’'s an el enent of

As, as, however, and if he, he can, uh -he's
on a somewhat higher |evel admttedly, but
he can establish hinself in a simlar role
to that of Strachan, say that he was nerely
a nmessenger, a conduit, agent.

Boy, Mtchell.
...he's not a principal

Mtchell sure doesn't agree with that. He'd
be a tough I assunme Mtchell wll never
testify. That, that would be nmy assunption.
That, uh

Well, one thing | was thinking of that we
didn't talk through, but |I'msure you

t hought through and | have tal ked to him and
told himl was reporting to the President,
is that, that the outcone of the Magruder
thing is that there will never be any public
Magr uder testinony.

That's right.

So the question of what Magruder's testinony
anmount s

VWell, no

...tois only in terms of what the G and
Jury is

No, that's not right, Bob. Because he wll,
he'll be indicted, he'll plead guilty, he'l
be sentenced.

That's right.
Then he's avail abl e.
To the Committee?

VWll, to, to the Committee or to the Court
as a witness in sonebody el se's case.



APRIL 14,1973 FROM 2: 24 TO 3:55 P. M

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEHAN

EHRLI CHVAN

HALDEMAN

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEVAN

Ch, he is?

Sure. He'll be brought back in his prison
deni ms, changed into a business suit and be
put on the stand.

Oh.
Real | y?
Sure.

Wiy doesn't he take the Fifth on possible
addi tional self-incrimnation?

...they'd give himimmunity.
(Noi se)

Sounds nice for awhile, anyway. This stuff
wasn't hangi ng on any of those things
anyway.

No. No.

| think we just go to face that fact that
what ever the story in it's going to be out

(unintelligible).

Well, you'll have the entire story out, plus
probably two other stories that two ot her
guys nmake up.

That's right.

And that anything and everything that's said
wi || be believed.

And at | east one of which will be enornously
damagi ng to us.

There woul d be no way
Not provabl e, but danmagi ng
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...No way to deny it.
It's terrible when they get such a big bag.
Yep.

VWhat does all this mean with regard to the,
our posture here. Wuld you say let's take
the gas? In terns of not, not, not
cooperating with the Commttee and so forth.
You're not going to, you' re now | ooking at
anot her nonth of it.

| don't think we should take that chance.

See if we can in a nonth or nore. | don't
wanta, | don't wanta, Bob, you see the point
is | don't wanta cooperate with the
Commttee unless | get a resolution of the
entire Republican Caucus in the Senate. W
can't do that. (Unintelligible) based on
the (unintelligible). Do you not agree?
(Unintel ligible)

Look, what, what should | say to Ervin and
Baker on Mbynday?

That's exactly why | amraising this point.
(Unintelligible with Noise)

One t hing,

...the lawer's office...okay

(On Phone):

| think Magruder and Mtchell and others,

| f they show up at the Senate

...will not be witnesses at the Ervin
heari ngs.

You just, you just told nme (unintelligible)
that they could be witnesses at that trial.
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Well, they can, but the, the point is that
the, the, well, alright, after, after the
trial, after their trial and their

sent enci ng,

Yeah. O Mtchell.
t hey, they could be subpoenaed,
Yeah.

and they woul d be delivered up to the
Comm ttee.

But why, oh, you nmean until Mtchell is
tried, they can't be, uh

That's right.
Why ?

Until they stand trial, well, uh, it would
prejudice their rights.

Not only they, but he's already given,, pled
guilty.
Ah. Well then, then Magruder could be a

witness after he's, after he's been
sent enced. |f he wanted to be and, uh,

Wanted to be?

Now, here’s the, here's the tricky point.
Whet her or not Ervin can grant inmmunity to
sonmeone who has been sentenced and is
serving a sentence is sonething that | don't
know, whet her that woul d nake any difference
or not. | have no doubt that a judge can,
but 1 don't know whether the Senate can.. |
think Ervin's best bet is to suspend as soon
as these indictnments are announced. | nean
that's if he were smart, that's what he'd
do, and just let this thing tear everything
up, and then come around afterwards and
touch up places that have been m ssed. Just
sort of go around the battlefield and get

t he coup de grace.
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Well, after they get through this, this kind
of indictnment, there isn't going to be
that-much gas in the Ervin Comm ttee.

mean, they'll go ahead, but | nean they'l|
say well, now, what the hell, there's old
Segretti, shit he's too' small.
(Unintelligible) On the other hand, people
He gets the |eavings.
What ?

He gets the leavings. That's all.

They' Il delve into it because their, their
whol e pitch is that this isn't the
Watergate, it's the use of, the m suse of
nmoney and all that sort of stuff.

| Know, but

They're going to run that noney game down.
Where did it come from

Yeah.

where did it go?
Mtchell, said, incidentally
(Unintelligible) mllion dollars?
Wel |, yeah

Mtchell said that, uh, uh, we should
take great care to establish that three
fifty cane fromthe pre-'72 canpai gn noney.

Ri ght .

And, "Questions in your mnd about that?”
And he said, "No. M inpression is that
this is where it canme from" but he said,
"Maury Stans and Herb Kal nbach spent a week
together trying to
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tie all these various funds down as to
source and that's a big | oose end.”

Well, you better, let's get that one. Well,
there was no question about that, was there,
Bob?

Not in nmy mnd.
VWell, but you see Maury and Herb

The question was that, there was, well a | ot
nore than that the question was how nmuch of
it would we set aside. It cane down to
three fifty.

Maury
VWho brought it over here? Maury?

No. Gordon Strachan went over there and got
it. Well, either Sloan brought it over here
or Strachan went over there. |'mnot sure
whi ch. Strachan took delivery from Sl oan.

We heard this one before the canpaign
started, in other words

It was April sixth.

April sixth?

That may make a probl em
After the day of the,

The day before the seventh

It was April seventh? But it was the night
bef ore.

Yeah, it was cash that had been, John
(unintelligible) -ed over fromthe seventh

But John Inplied that they had bigger

probl ens and that they had to use this noney
to make up shortages sone place el se or
some--, | don't
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know. He didn't get into all this, but he
sai d

They never told ne that.

They had problens with nmeking their
accountings all cone out even, Kal nbach and
St ans.

Kal mbach assured-ne all the tinme that the
tack, the cash from'70 was intact, except for
some that, that, uh, we knew had been used.
But, uh what was intact was, there was
supposedly about two mllion. Wat was intact
was about a mllion six and, uh, the
guestion--it was way nore than three fifty in
ot her words, many tinmes that--and the question
was how nmuch of that mllion six, and they
convinced nme that you, you don't want very,
you don't want a mllion six. or it could have
been restored to two mllion (unintelligible)
but you don't want that because under the new
| aws and everything, there is no way that you
could find to spend it.There isn't that nuch
stuff you can spend on that wouldn't be
traceable. And, uh, so sonehow figure of
three fifty was negotiated as being reasonabl e
figure that m ght be, you know, would cover
what m ght conme up, but, uh, wouldn't be

| mpossi bl e and wouldn't put that big a hole in
the canpaign. So it was (Pause) so it was no
go. That was noney that was not really

Didn't belong to the Conmttee?

Bel onged to the Conmittee. Wat
happened-really is that, that. W nade a
contribution to the Commttee, that, that

Yeah, That's what it was.
...the friends of N xon in seventy
Yeah.

...Mmade a mllion three contribution to the
Committee and kept three fifty of what it had
of, of its carry over funds.

That's, that's the way to argue that.
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That's the way it was

(Unintelligible) finish it, if you got tine,
finish it. [t's all there. W'Ill talk
anot her tine. | think Bob, that uh

We can't reach Magruder. There's no answer.
(Unintelligible) He m ght be wal ki ng over or
sonmething. |If he arrives here, they'll et

us know.

Uh, we better get the other things out of
the way. (Beginning of Reel Two) Uh, | think
we're going to be, uh, | don't want to be
hammered into those hearings. | nean | don't
want to, | don't want to, | know, | know the
hearings will all the hell on us anyway but

| don't want (unintellible), but | don't
(unintelligible). (First Reel Ends) What is
i nvol ved here. Uh, we'll take I think we'll
take a hell of a beating (unintelligible)
what is involved here

Uh huh.

in the next thirty days, a lots, heat; we'll
take with regard to uh, why we aren't
appeari ng, why we are not going to appear
before the Commttee. Now, how do we answer
that? W answer that by saying the Conmmttee
won't agree to our, the proper ground rul es?
s that correct?

W say we don't want to turn it into a
circus. W want, we want our testinony
received in a judicious and probitive way.
W are willing to have our people go, but
only under the right circunstances.
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Vel | .

You get it by the Kissinger thing for
rel easing the record of your negotiations
down channel

Yep.
Sinply say that this is what we offer.
Yep.

W stand ready to neet this offer whenever
the eneny is willing to talk.

Seriously.

Then the question would then arise.
Tell "emwe'l|l resune the bonbing
(Laughter) uh

| think it will

Probably not?

Probably-not in the light of, the heat from
he Grand Jury and so on.

| still think you can
I f we have

Maybe it can't be done, but there ought to
be a way to turn the G and Jury thing
strongly in our way, which is that this,
this proves the rightness of the President's
approach of full cooperation with the proper
process of justice

Yep.

which is bringing people, even at the very
hi ghest level, to account.
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You were cooperating.

Yeah. | think we should do that.
W' ve been cooperating all al ong.
No question about that.

And, and the value of that is
(unintelligible)

(Unintelligible) the first man out should
not be favored (unintelligible). You
understand the inportance of that and so
forth and so on. Then |'ve got the
(unintelligible) if you can get it to them
Trying to think of-how to use you
effectively in this too, John, is a -

| have to be, uh, | have to be unwilling to
tell the press what | discovered because of
the rights of individuals.

Yeah.
Unl ess we want to get Mtchell and Magruder
off. 1 could sure as hell give theman iron

cl ad defense.
h. Onh, | nmeant the Gray hearing.
What's wong with that?

It's time the Grand Jury has indicted, uh
(unintelligible)

No, | could, I could prejudice
(Unintel ligible)

...l could prejudice their rights in such a
way that they could...

Oh.
...never get a fair trial.



APRIL 14,1973 FROM 2: 24 TO 3:55 P. M 38

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

HALDEMAN

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHHAN

PRESI DENT:

| guess you're right. You can't do it.
See, Bob, that's the problem you can do
(unintelligible) cooperate with the G and
Jury (unintelligible)

Wl |, how about if I
It's wrong.
Uhat's wong with prejudicing their rights?

Well, | don't-know Uh, uh. How about if |
were to do this.

You get your indictnment, but you don't get
anybody in jail.

| could say that | nade a report. | could
say that | nmade a deal. | could say that you
instructed nme to do certain things. One of
the things you instructed ne to do was talk
to Magruder. Another thing you instructed
me to do was to talk to the Attorney
General. And I did all those things.

And you did, but not Mtchell.

And then | wouldn’t nention who el se. [
could say | tal ked to other people.

| did you talk to M. Mtchell, M.
Ehrl i chman?"

I,I,] amnot gonna get into any other nanes
of any peopl e.

"Then why did you nane M. Magruder?"

"Cause he's testifying. That's the only
difference. | don't know. You al ways cone
up with what not to do to those people.

Yeah.
Yeah, right.

Does (unintelligible) know Bob, uh, the uh
Aren't we really sort of, sort of uh, in a
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position where we'd better know who's
falling abort in that dam G and Jury.

mean, at |east, pull the wire on sonething
there. | man, | really think you do.

mean, uh, they're (unintelligible). It
seens to ne that a hell of a lot of the

i ssue about do sonething invol ves out
inability to convey the fact that we're
willing to cooperate. That we're wlling to
wai ve executive privilege and keepi ng our
people silent. Nowthat's what |'mreally

trying to do (unintelligible) ... | don't
know.
W will get

|’ ve always heard that that's the right,
that that's the point that kind of argunent.

Is that (unintelligible).

(Unintelligible) one day, one day plus
story, uh.

Yeah.

The price for which is, uh, weeks of cha
Di saster.

Di saster.

But the thing that's wong with that is
while it's a one day plus story, it’s also
the elimnation of ninety days of negative
stories.

before you ever get there. That's the

poi nt .

And it's setting up ninety days of other
negati ve, nore negative stories.

Vll, maybe. Maybe. Uh.

good questi on.

That's a very

The question is bow nuch nore negative is
t here.

You coul d have

39
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Then have the Senators go out and
characterize it and all that crap.

You c- You could have peace with honor if we
could get themto agree, as | believe they
will, that executive privelege is reserved
till the tine of questioning. (Pause)

They' ve pretty much stipulated that, haven't
t hey?

That's right.

What do you nean reserved till the time ?
| mean -

Negoti at ed?

No.

You got all these privileges regarding the
i ndi vi dual question

Ri ght .

you only waive privilege as to
appear ance.

Ri ght .

But you al so appear, adhere the nerits of
each individual question as to whether it
relates to privilege or not and ask you what
you want question by question. It will be
by your representative acconpanying the

wi tness. (38 second pause) And Connal ly's
happy dreamthat | go up there chargi ng anway
at the Senate doesn't work.

| think Henry has a good point here too
and, and uh, the thought about it is, he
doesn't want Bob to be the first wi tness and
if there is an

40
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overrul e and the cause was enpty it makes

sense. Although, let me say | do think
that, uh, we still ought to consider are we
still considering the possibility of getting
out the, uh, Segretti story?

Yes. Un.

No way we could do it?

| think, | think getting out the Hal deman
story would be nore useful in the |ight of
Magruder and others going down to testify.

In other words you' d get that out before
they testify?

| f possi bl e.
Before they get (unintelligible).
Yep, yeah.

The beat purview story you' d get out would
be a Wiite House story.

That's right.
About how we' ve been working at this.

Whi ch neets Henry's objections. Well, it's
t he Hal deman story, but you can't do it
ot her than the whole thing. 1’ts the

You say to Hal deman | have investi gat ed.
Packaged up the whole (unintelligible).

What | can do is, basically, just having an
Ehrlichman report. You can (unintelligible)
sone of the Dean report. Uh, that would be
(unintelligible) an Ehrlichman report that
he makes and here is the situation with
regard to the Wiite House involvenment. |
haven't gone into the Commttee thing. Now
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The current charges, the current charges on
Wi te House involvenent primarily are
Hal deman char ges.

That's right.

Well, | didn't go into Wi te House
i nvol venent. | assuned that
No. |

...that what you needed to know from ne, and
| mean this would be what | would say, uh,
"What the President needed to know was the,
uh, truth or falsity of charges that were

| eaking out with regard to..

Yeah.

...uh, Committee for the Re-election
personnel and, any connections to the Wite
House that m ght exist."”

Yeah.

"That was the area of Inquiry rather than
whet her anybody in the Wite House was
i nvol ved

| agree.
...in the first place.”

|"ve been trying to get you out there in a
way that you'd never go into all that stuff
across the street

| know. | under st and. | under st and.

...other than the fact that you are going to
go before the indictnents.

Well, 1'd do it before. The Indictnments and
say, | ook, we have great confidence in the
Grand Jury process
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That's right.

...and | don't want to do anything that is
going to in any way inpair that process.

That's right. A nunber of people have been
call ed before that G and Jury, and |I' m not
gonna

The the, uh -

|'d say everything |I've found has been
turned over to the Justice Departnent,

Exactly.
Rel ating to that,

everything that the Gand Jury is
consi deri ng.

And | doubt seriously that | discovered

anyt hing new. \What | probably did was
sinply bring into the Wiite House for the
first tinme a body of information that

ot herwi se was avail able. (Noise) O her
peopl e, other investigators undoubtedly
could do the sane thing that | did and maybe
a lot better. But we had had no occasi on,
previously, to bring all that information

before us. 'Uh, | talked to Kleindienst, so
| got what the what the Justice Departnent
had. | got, uh, stuff fromall over and we

brought it in and we tried to assenble it in
a way that, uh, was nmeani ngful for the
President, and, uh

Did you review the FBI files?
No.

Wiy not? That's the original source you said
was the nost extensive investigation in
hi story. Why the hell didn't you look at it?

| didn'"t look at it because | didn't need to
look at it. | got a summary.
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Dean was wor ki ng the summary.

No, and, and, uh, the Justice Departnent.
Yeah, go ahead.

And, uh, uh

| think that's easy enough (unintelligible).
| do too.

| didn't, | didn't try and duplicate the
work of the U . S. Attorney. Uh, what 1,

what | tried to do was sinply determ ne for
the, tothe, to the Pre, for the President's
use and for the President's use only whet her
or not there was substance to charges that
we were hearing, and whether or not there
was Wite House involvenent with relation to
t hose charges and to determ ne whet her or
not the White House ought to be doing
anyt hi ng about its own personnel or about
others that it was not doing. W were not
trying to determ ne what the U S. Attorney
should do or the Grand Jury should do or the
Justice Departnent should do. At the sane
time it (unintelligible) for us to withhold
anything fromthe Justice Departnent in the,
wi th the thought that sone of this

i nformati on m ght not have been previously

available to them So, uh, I'mnot gonna go
intoit. I"'mnot going to tell you what |
f ound.

Well, but here’'s the Hal deman story that we
f ound.

But no, uh, uh. 1'mnot going to tell you
specifically what | found because obviously,
uh, the the purpose of ny work was sinply
for the President to formjudgnents as, as
the basis for the President to form
judgnments with regard to, uh, uh, Wite
House personnel and ot her governnent
personnel, and uh, to determ ne whether or
not the White House was actually in any way
i npedi ng the progress of
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the prosecutorial (Burp) effort Excuse nme by
anyt hing that we were inadvertently doing.
And, uh, so that's, uh, not that's not very
fancy and I'd want to think that through and
try to

So what I'm what Vin trying to get is how
you get his story out. That's what |'m
(unintelligible).

Ch. | see. | just put that out just flat
put that out. And do it hang it on the peg
of the Ervin Commttee setting a date for
their first day of hearings.

You nean you'd ask for an early date?

No. They will, they wll

...they wll announce Wednesday,
...they will Wdnesday, announce it.

Ri ght .

...their hearing schedul e.

...and then, then Hal deman will make his
st at ement

Hal deman nmakes his statenent and says, well
| have been sitting here waiting for a
chance to be heard. W obvious now t hat
it’s going to be unpty-unp days before

We nmake an arrangemnent.

Well, first of May is the earliest.

Wen they start.

Yeah. And they, then your there will be six
W t nesses

And t hink what, then when they hear MCord
and six w tnesses

Yeah.

45
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...before that, before us.

No, he could say it now | ooks like it wll
be several nonths before | would get a
chance to be heard before the Ervin
Conmittee at best, and so, |I'd like to nmake
a statenment at this time going Into a nunber
of charges that have been

...that have been bandi ed about,
Ri ght .

Then you the way | would handl e that, |
woul d say, "Now let's take the Segretti

matter", -uh, no "First, let's take
Watergate.” You say, "I had no know edge,
etc., etc., etc., etc.” Uh. "Let's take

the Segretti thing. Now, here are the
facts.” Uh. Then | would point out to
(unintelligible) point out (unintelligible)
self-incrimnation (unintelligible).

No.

Well, we don't know that.

Huh?

Ckay, John. Then you can go down with
Segretti?

Well, our viewis clearly established, which

is uh, totally supported, that, that, uh,
Segretti, Segretti's instructions were that

he was to do nothing illegal.

And, uh the

And, uh, well in answer to the question how
coul d you | aunch a guy out

Yeah.

...(unintelligible)

Yeah.
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That's one of the reasons that they that,
the, his being a | awer was

Now, now here's what's in that
| ooked i nto.

...(unintelligible) uh, and, uh, third,
there are charges of noney, of, of, of nobney
with cash (unintelligible).

| have a whole |ist of the general charges.

Well, the point is on the noney thing
(unintelligible) than that, 1'd, 1'd say it
says here, "The nobney, uh, yes, there was
$350, 000 | eft over fromthe canpaign in
1970. Uh, it, uh, it was delivered to the
Wi t e House

You see that ties to the sane fund that

Kal mbach see you get a question, how could I
aut hori ze the expenditure of funds for
Segretti?

Yeah.

Vell, I've already established in the
Segretti thing that Kal nbach had these funds
| eft over for the canpaign and that's what |
woul d assume he woul d use.

Right. R ght.
He was the custodian in spite of the fact,

...that, uh, these funds, these funds were,
uh, were nade avail able for private polling
and so forth and so on. "They were used
only for, uh $28,000 was used for $22,000
for ad, advertising and the bal ance of 500
and 328 was returned to...

They get very excited about that advertising
noney; as soon as they find that out, they
are going to track that down. And that, we
have a rocky gun zone.
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Is it Vietnanf

It was "Tell it to Hanoi"
Hph
It was a "Tell it to Hanoi" ad countering

Vi et nam anti - Vi et nam vet er ans.

Was that it?

(Unintel ligible)

(Unintel ligible)

Wasn't (unintelligible)

That's good.

It went to Baroody which was the turn out
Bill or another Baroody?

No, Sam or Charlie or sonething.

Sam

It's not Edgar or snebody. One of the
ot hers.

That was the "Tell it to Hanoi ? ads.

VWhatever it was, it wasn't | was scared to
death it m ght be sonething.

Yeah.

A Col son ad but it wasn't. At least that's
what Gordon thinks.

Mtchell kept |lobbing out little tidbits
about Col son's operation

Hnmm
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...about sending rioters up to the Capitol
steps and other things that he knew about.

Well, that was separate fromall of
Mtchell's stuff, though, wasn't it? \Wat
Col son di d?

Well, he was, he was saying it's, it’'s
really too bad that all this is com ng out
because there's so nmuch sordid stuff that
woul d be, that will be inputed to the Wite
House.

(Unintelligible) not still sending rioters
to the Capitol steps. Wat do you nean?

They weren't rioters for heavens sake.

Well, they naned 'em counter denonstrators.
Wiy do you

Don't tell nme, tell, tell it to, to John
Mtchell. (Laughs)

| don't think anybody, even Chuck Col son,
can tell (unintelligible).

The point is that is the (unintelligible).
My thought with Bob's, though, is true, is
not to nake the countercharge in his in

t his.

That's right.’

| think he should save that for the
Comm ttee. Now do you agree with that, Bob?

| don't know. It's weak
"1l even go as far as

...it'"s weak if | don't.
Yeah. You've got to say

| think I"ve got to make it in | don't nean
make it
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Put it in general terms, but hold, hold the
whi t e paper.

| say (unintelligible)
Hol d the white paper.

cite sone exanples and say, "All these
were done by the others,” but | hold off on
the thing that | have requested the
Commttee to | ook into, and when |’ m up
there | can say it's a matter of fact, you
know, there's a (unintelligible) said that,
that there -

| do feel that we should get this ready and
really bounce it and | think that's the day
to doit and slap "er up there, and |I'd say

It's ready. Oh, no, it isn't ready but it's
close. But it's sure awful |ong.

WIIl it be all right?

|"mnot so sure that matters.

Perfectly all right to ne.

(Unintel ligible)

(Unintelligible) the d (unintelligible).

And if it says if the Conmttee doesn't, |
cannot allow, uh, | cannot allow the
reputation of the (unintelligible), | nean
the, the, uh, effectiveness as an Assistant
to the President will be seriously damaged.”
"Eroded, uh, by, by false charges and so
forth and consequently I am nmaking this
statenment now. | wll nmake this statenent
under oath. Report that | will make this
stat enent under oath and answer questions
under oath when the Ervin Commttee finally
gets around to hearing ne.” How s that
sound to you, John?

Sounds pretty good.
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Al right. MwIl think I will say | wll
point out (unintelligible) ny thoughts "I do
not suggest that, uh, "I have only tried to
cover in this statenent questions of charges
t hat have been made to date. That's what
|"ve said and it has not been, and, uh, and
| am sure that others will be nade. And I
am prepared to answer those as well."

"But | can't possibly anticipate what they”

"I cannot anticipate them | do not, uh,
cannot anticipate them but |'d be prepared
to answer them” He won't thereby have
answered through ne questions of Watergate.
"Now now t he only question you have left is,
| suppose, sort of the peripheral, in fact,
uh Dean runbling around here and asking you
and Hal deman, "How about getting us sone
money for Watergate defendants?” God damm.
| can't believe it. | can't believe they'd
put you in the for conspiracy if you were
asked for that. Mybe they coul d.

| technically, I'"msure they coul d.
Practically, it just seens awfully renote,
but maybe that's just w shful thinking.

I ncidentally, could Strachan be, find it
very helpful for himto say what that
twenty-two thousand dollars was for before
the Gand Jury? Wy not?

He will have to. | can't inmagine that they
woul d

Well, they haven't asked himyet.
Yeah but they will. Because
$22,000 in (unintelligible).

That makes sense.

To be sure did you tell him
(unintelligible)? Huh?

Yeah.
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PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

PRESI DENT:

EHRLI CHVAN

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:

Yeah, let's be sure. Wll, you could say,
uh, (unintelligible), if it wasn't ny
(unintelligible).

| probably better get up and get set up for
Jeb.

Let nme ask you if this there's that thing
there's sonething el se, Gordon?

Gor don?

...that 1I'm supposed to ask Gordon?
...that it was delivered in pieces?
Oh, yeah.

(Pause)

There was forty thousand dollars in one
occasion. (Banging) why did he deliver it
because actually it was it was a | arge, uh,
that's a | arge anount of noney.

No, they've already got himon that.
Oh, is that correct?

But it all fit in a suitcase or sonething
and (unintelligible) of support
(unintelligible).

The reason 14 delivered in pieces was
because there was difficult for them
obviously that, uh to figure out howto
receive back all this cash

Yeah.

And they requested that it not be

Requested it in two Installnments?
.all at once.

(Unintel ligible)
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PRESI DENT:
HAL DEVAN
PRESI DENT:

Then delivered part of it at the tinme they
asked for it, and the balance at the tine
they asked for it. M interest was
delivering all of it as quickly as possible.
| don’t know what their problem was.

Could I just make the suggestion of
Magruder, first, get everything you can from
him Un.

He’s bringing two | awers with him
Naturally. What'Il we'll, what we'll do
(UNI NTELLI G BLE)

Probably one Jewi sh and one Gentile.
(Laughs)

Well, you know Jeb, | Mean, | don't know
what, wlhat about (unintelligible) they
Strachan, but they want Dean. Right?

Ri ght .

Just trying to get the facts and that's al
there is to it.

"1l get back to you

Be sure you convey nmy warm senti nments.

Ri ght .

(21 second pause) (Sound of door cl osing)

| think I ought to get Strachrin squared
awnay.

Sur e.

He covers.

Wall, we'll see what they finally come down
to here (unintelligible). 1, I frankly

think frankly, frankly I should say | don’'t
know, but based on what Ehrlichman tells ne
about the lawit's a matter of w thhol di ng,
evi dence, as far as that was concerned.

That was Mtchell's point and the matter of
notive doesn't seemto be inportant.
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Well the only sticky wi cket on that is Dean.
| can't understand because, 'cause -in his
interest too, as well as everyone else's, to
see the notive for what it was. (27 second
pause)

| guess we're not surprised at Mtchell, are
we?

No. [It's partly true.
(Unintel ligible)

What he's saying is partly t-rue. | don't
think he did put it together.

Hrh. He shouldn't he shouldn't throw the
burden over here, Bob, on you. Now,
frankly, Colson | understand, but, cause

Col son certainly put the heat on over there.
| don't think John would seriously have
believed that you put themup to this thing.

| told you I didn't. He knows | didn't.
(Unintelligible). No question of that.

| should think he knows it. He-let it al
happen hinself. (20 second pause) (banging
on desk to beat of nmusic) So he saw nore,
huh?

That's what he says.

You know he'll never he'll never go to
prison. (20 second pause) What do you think
about that as, a possible thing does a trial
of the former Attorney General of the United
States bug you? This God damm case.

(Unintel ligible)
(18 second pause)

He'll have to take the stand at sone points.
(Unintelligible) hell this has happened now.
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That's exactly the point. He's got no
defense witness that can deny it.

(54 second pause)

You know in one sense, Bob, it's better to
(unintelligible) a couple of these snal
things but it's much better to hand it to
the G and Jury. MCord may nove on the
theory that Mtchell will be sorry and the
others too (unintelligible) that they have
the dam, the damm thing and the Ervin
Commttee gets credit in the Watergate

t hi ng?

Yep.

| don't know. AmIl, am| seeing sonething
good devel op

No.

...that really isn't good or am1?

No, No. That's, that was the thing |I was
trying to get at this nmorning. That, uh
what that proves is the President's, in ny
view, is that the President's course was
right. The President wasn't covering up.
The President was cooperating with the
proper place and the proper place has cone
to the proper result, which is to find out
in an orderly manner w thout tarring

i nnocent people, to find out what's going
on.

You know the thing | was thinking of saying,
| went around, uh, that's always the case of
t hi ngs here in Washi ngton. Uh, Mayor

Washi ngton kind of' stared, was surprised,
wonder ed why you ki dded-about nine lives. |
tried to make conversation with himand so
forth, dam it.

RESTRI CTED-“ D’
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HAL DEMVAN:
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RESTRI CTED- “ D’

(Unintel ligi bl e/ REMOVED) i1 npossi bl e.
(Unintel ligi bl e/ REMOVED) .

(Unintelligible/ REMOVED) can you finish this
of f (unintelligibl e/ REMOVED).

(Unintelligibl e/ REMOVED) okay.
(Uni ntel ligibl e/ REMOVED)
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